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[Polish Memory in Romanian Onomastics]

Abstract: The presence of names from an ethnic minority or foreign personalities within a
country’s public sphere is indicative of respect and appreciation for that population, as well as for
the culture, literature, and scientific contributions made by its members. Employing a socio-
onomastic perspective, this study explores the occurrences of Polish names in the Romanian public
domain, focusing on cultural, scientific, religious, and military figures, among others. Regardless
of their birthplace, field of activity, or specific connection to the Romanian people, Polish figures
have enriched the broader cultural landscape and are commemorated throughout Romania. This
occurs both in regions with significant ethnic minority populations and in areas with isolated
instances. Street names, school names, hospitals, public institutions, companies, and non-

governmental organizations invoke Polish anthroponyms and urbanonyms.
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