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[Eggplant Solanum melongena and its Figurative Usage in Albanian]

Abstract: The paper analyzes the Albanian phytonym for eggplant, patélixhan, as a Turkish
borrowing patlican (> Byzant. uelivi¢aviov > M. Greek ueii(v)iiavo. > Ital. melanzana,
melongiana > Alb. dial. mullunxhan). There are no non-borrowed words for eggplant in
Albanian which could be the basis for metaphorical names. The word is not used in Albanian
phraseology, or in paremias, or in metaphorical folk phytonymy. Nevertheless, Alb. patélixhan
entered the Albanian national linguistic worldview as an expressive euphemism.
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