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ἼΣΤΡΟΣ AND THE PALAEO-BALKAN LINGUISTIC SPACE 

Abstract: The paper examines the dissemination of several geographic names from the same 

lexical stems in the Balkan Peninsula, Asia Minor and the Aegean basin, such as Ἴστρος/Histria,  

Ἄρισβος/ Ἀρίσβη, Ἴλιον/ Ἴλιος, Κεβρήνιοι/ Κεβρήν,  Κρίσος/ Κρῖσα, Πέργαμος/ Πέργαμον etc. 

They are traditionally examined as Thracian in Thrace, pre-Greek in Greece and “indigenous” in 

Asia Minor. The geographic distribution of the names – from the Danube in Thrace in the north, 

to Crete in the south, and from Karia in Asia Minor in the east, to the Adriatic Sea in the west – 

leads to the conclusion that the common lexical stems in the toponymy are a sign of lexical 

proximity between the languages in the Palaeo-Balkan linguistic space: Thracian, pre-Greek (the 

so-called Pelasgian), Illyrian and some linguistic idioms in Western Asia Minor, with a 

probability that it could be due to something more than common Indo-European heritage. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ISM = Inscriptiones Scythiae Minoris Graecae et Latinae  

RE = Realencyclopaedie der klassischen Altertumswissenschaft 
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