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1. The candidate for the academic position Associate Professor - Assistant 
Professor Kalina Micheva-Peycheva, PhD has presented 2 monographs (the third 
monograph is her printed doctor's dissertation and therefore is not a subject of 
discussion here), 1 textbook, 1 ethnolinguistic bibliography (co-authorship), 7 
studies, 24 articles in our and foreign scientific journals and collections Gubilee, 
thematic and conference proceedings) of which 1 is being printed, and 2 are co
authored by M. Vitanova. There are 5 reviews and chronicles, and 1 alphabetical 
index to the thematic dictionary (co-authored by Y. Kirilova). A significant part of 
the studies and articles are printed in Bulgarian and foreign editions indexed in 
WoS, or referenced in ERIH PLUS and the Russian Science Citation Index. The list 
of citations contains 43 references (including reviews) of her different publications. 
She has 23 participations with papers (2 co-authored with M. Vitanova) at 
prestigious national and international forums in Bulgaria and abroad. She has 
specialized in the Slovak Academy of Sciences. For her scientific achievements, 
she received the Young Scholar Award at the Institute for Bulgarian Language 
(IBL) in 2012. 

All of the above proves that the quantitative indicators of the requirements 
of the IBL - BAS, as well as the scholarly metric indicators for the academic 
position of an associate professor, have been met and even exceeded. 

2. K. Micheva-Peycheva is a talented young scholar who has worked for 13 
years in the Ethnology Section of the Institute for Bulgarian Language. During this 
relatively not very long period, when systematic empirical knowledge is usually to 
be accumulated, she has participated in 12 projects, 8 of which have been 
completed. She has worked on four international projects with the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Polish Academy of Sciences, and Slovak Academy of 
Sciences on various ethno-cultura1 developments related to traditional and 



unconventional values in the Slav world. She has participated in various 
educational projects in support of Bulgarian language training, where she taught as 
a mentor 44 students specializing under the Student Practice program. She has 
compiled quizzes and surveys, and has worked with teachers and students to raise 
learners' literacy and popularize the activities of IBL. 

3. K. Micheva-Peycheva' s main scientific interests and developments 
are in the field of ethnolinguistics, historical lingua-cultural studies and cultural 
anthropology. While tracing the topics of her publications it becomes obvious how, 
by exploring the basic cultural and linguistic phenomena represented in semantic 
oppositions made up of different concepts - freedom, death, love, self, etc., she 
gradually focused on an important semantic opposition - clean - unclean. I would 
like to highlight two of her particularly significant articles that offer a new and 
original look and approach to the opposition under research, as is evident from 
their titles: ,The Light Side of Dark Powers" and ,Dangerous Clean and Protecting 
Unclean in Bulgarian Culture and Language". 

The candidate's habilitation work - ,Ethnocultural Binaries in Medieval 
Bulgarian Literature" is a kind of continuation, though in a diachronic way, of the 
monograph ,The Clash between Purity and Impurity in Bulgarian Culture and 
Language", which presents in synchronicity the dialects and the literary language. 
This work conceptually develops further and complements with new factual 
material from the Bulgarian literature, created in the period IX-XVIII c., the main 
theses, included in her other monograph - ,Sacred purity and profane impurity". 
As a result, the author managed to complete a comprehensive study of cultural 
binaries, which is the first of its kind in our diachronic lingua-cultural studies and 
contemporary cultural anthropology. Applying the same methodological approach 
in the elaboration of different chapters devoted to the different periods and the 
related works, K. Micheva-Peycheva not only builds well her work but practically 
manages to create a research model that allows for a comparable exploration of the 
different parts of the selected object. The solid base of personally excerpted 
material is subjected to a multidimensional analysis, after which the core, the core 
zone and the periphery of the lexical language rows are clearly formulated. The 
connection between the values of traditional folk culture and the Christian 
paradigm is highlighted and protected with new arguments. The work can serve as 
a model for the development of other semantic oppositions, and as K. Micheva -
Peycheva points out as her own contribution, it is already being used at universities 
in teaching ethnology, ethno-linguistics and other majors. 

4. As a major weakness of this work, I would point out the repetition of 
wording, evidence, and especially conclusions - for example, what is claimed 



about the apocrypha on p. 29-30 is almost literally repeated on p. 93; p. 185 
duplicates p. 198 on the otherwise very valuable information about the presence of 
composites in the literary language based on folk; on p. 210 - the information from 
p. 175 about unclean women, etc. 

5.Assistant Prof. K. Micheva-Peycheva, PhD has presented significant 
works of scientific research, which already have practical application in students' 
education. She is a young but well-established specialist in the area of lingua
cultural studies with a potential for new research. All her scientific work and 
production meet the requirements for the position of an associate professor and I 
strongly recommend that she be elected by the honorable jury and the Scientific 
Council of the Institute for Bulgarian Language. 
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