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An only applicant for the position, Ruska Stancheva gr:
University St. Kliment Ohridski in 1982 with a major in Sl
1994 she defended her dissertation titled 7The Contribut
Linguists to the Establishment of Literary Lexis in the 20"
Codification Practice) (original title: [Tpunocem na 6wreapc
uz2padNCoOaHemo Ha KHuxcosHama Jjexcuxa npe3 20. e
koouguxamopckama npaxmuxa) at the Institute for Bulgas
2005 she was promoted to Associate Professor at the Depa
Bulgarian Language of the Institute after winning a competitic

In fulfilment of the requirements of the procedure,
submitted for review two monographs — The Codification Pr
Bulgarian Academic Grammars (original title: Koduguxamor
Ha nvpeume bwvaeapcku Hayunu epamamuxy, 2021), which sh
habilitation thesis, and Codification and Linguistic Attitua
Koougurxayuama 6 xonmexcma na e3uxoeume naznacu, 2021
by the Prof. M. Drinov Academic Publishing House of the Bt
of Sciences. The candidate has also submitted for review 9 sti
articles and conference papers published in refereed journals
indexed in renowned international citation databases: 6 of the
and 3 of them present results of a collective project coordinate:
2 of the 9 studies are published in refereed indexed journals. 1
Stancheva has submitted another 25 articles and conference p
describe joint research) published in non-refereed peer-reviey
edited collective volumes. The list of the candidate’s works dc
spelling dictionaries and the Ministry-approved Bulgarian la
co-authored by her.

The candidate’s habilitation monograph 7he Codificati.
First Bulgarian Academic Grammars deals with the histc
grammatical thought, the codification of the standard langua
grammar norms. The work offers an analysis of both the cultt
the linguistic context of the emergence of the six academic gre



between 1936 and 1944. One of the contributions of the study is the traci
the transition from a Neogrammarian to a functional approach that mu
observed in these grammars, emphasising on the shift from a diachronic
synchronic perspective. The theoretical approach adopted by the app.
contributes significantly to the clarification of the principles for the interpret
of linguistic facts and the codification practice. As emphasised by the cand:
the principles adopted by the authors of codification practices in general |
norm-supporting function. Their treatment of grammatical means was la
dependent on the adopted approach — whereas the Newgrammarian s
suggested that normative recommendations were primarily the exceptior
functional-structural approach (established later on) was inclined to descrit
functional differences between various grammatical devices with a view to
feasibility. An important observation is that the description of gramms
norms with respect to some verb categories shows a high degree of stab
while the normative complex established for nouns is characterised by a gr
degree of grammatical variation in some respects. The account illustrates
codification is a continuous, ongoing process, a statement that provides a s
to the author’s other works. Another topic dealt with in the monograph i
reconstruction of balanced individual and collective language attitudes obse
in the period between the two world wars. Finally, this work provides a
summary of some of the candidate’s earlier studies that complement
conclusions expounded herein. It is worth stressing that this monograph m
a distinct linguistic contribution.

Ruska Stancheva’s second monograph, Codification and Lingu
Attitudes, originates from the project 4 Study of Public Attitudes and V
Orientations towards the Standard Bulgarian Language as a Factor in
Codification of Language Norms (original title: Hzcreosane na obuecmesen
HA2NIACU U YEHHOCTNHUME OPUEHMAYUY KoM ObII2apCKUs KHUIICOBCH e3UK K
Qaxmop 3a xoouguxayuama Ha Hopmume my), which was coordinated by
The monograph represents research into the establishment of correlat
between language attitudes and codification within the framework of the the
of standard languages. The monograph brings together various mutu
complementing topics that paint the overall picture of language attitude:
contributes to establishing some characteristics of the standard language suc
the hierarchy of its functions, the degree of obligatoriness of linguistic nor
the characteristic features of current codification and the demograj
parameters determining language attitudes. The theoretical framework of
study rests on the candidate’s understanding of language attitudes as an indic
of the representation of the communicative and the symbolic functions of
standard language and the fact that these attitudes show a high level
consistency. The author establishes that the attitude of language loyaliy is mo
tied to the language’s discriminative function. The monograph deals with spo
language’s influence on written language, a topic that requires a balan
approach to the revision of codified norms as any change related to langu
innovation needs to be evaluated in relation to other norms, in a way that wc
enable researchers to reconsider the relationship among various rules sinc
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codifying decision regarding a given norm may affect the status of anothe:
In addition, Ruska Stancheva has studied the demographic factors that deter
language attitudes, demonstrating that present day codification is balance:
supports the unifying function of the standard language; as a result, a
generations of Bulgarians identify with the existing standard and e
language loyalty. Moreover, there is no conflict among language atti
stemming from the ongoing processes of internationalisation of the stat
language. The author demonstrates that the most pronounced positive atti
are the ones related to the symbolic functions of the standard language. I w
like to stress that this monograph makes both scientific and applied contribu
and may serve as a prerequisite for future work on the grammatical descri
of the standard language and the explicit formulation of its norms. This ap
equally to the conclusions that changes in the current codified norms w
generally be received negatively by Bulgarian speakers and that existing
sentiments regarding any proposed changes must necessarily be taken
account.

The additional papers submitted by the candidate also pr
contributions to the study of the codification of standard language norms
important observation emerging from her work is that a main structural fe:
of the grammatical system of the standard language is the profound proce
intellectualisation and the fact that it has become impervious to dial
influences very quickly. Her research on the dynamics of certain gramma
norms (such as the use of the long and the short definite articles, the whom (k
forms and the adverbial participle) have helped the advancement of the cu
understanding of these norms and represent important conclusions a
language norms’ contemporary state. Thus, for instance, the author argues
there is a well-defined balance between native speakers’ opinions and lingu
behaviour with respect to the use of the long and the short definite articles.
pronounced divergence from the norm regarding the use of kozo (whom) is
to the weakening of these forms’ functional value in the grammatical sys
while the deviations in the use of adverbial participles stem from the speal
judgement of their insufficient familiarity with the relevant rules and
infrequent use of these forms in the written language. The results obtained ir
individual studies justify certain codification decisions; it is worth noting
with regard to each of the examined norms the author has taken into accoun
speakers’ familiarity and proficiency and the role of demographic factors ¢
as their education, economic status and occupation. A couple of her studies
focused on the attitudes of native speakers towards the obligatoriness of stanc
language norms in electronic communication, where a clear distinction is 1r
between formal and informal written communication. The role of scl
education as a factor in the formation of individuals’ language attitudes is
studied by the candidate.

Ruska Stancheva’s research interests in the field of Bulgarian gram
are likewise reflected in part of her studies, most of which are the result of
involvement as a principal investigator in the project 4 Normative Gramma
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the Bulgarian Language (original title: Hopmamuena epamamux. —na
bvneapcxusa e3zux). Normative grammar is defined as a kind of gramm cal
description employing the theoretical framework of functional grammar ‘he
adopted approach justifies the independent, autonomous description of the rm
and meaning of language means. Using this approach, the candidate of ; a
definition of the different types of doublets and the functions of the sta ird
language norms and proves the assumption that the emergence of doublets:  ne
of the main sources for the intellectualisation of the standard language. Ar 1er
contribution of the applicant is the proposed typology of grammatical r ns
where deviations in the written language use are observed, as well as the ad . _.ed
systematic approach to the most frequent deviations. Her relevant st-“es
demonstrate the application of a strictly formal approach to the analys of
morphological and syntactic phenomena. This formal approach is used i he
development of verb classifications, as well as in the application o he
techniques of syntactic connotation and syntactic accommodation tc he
description of various simple syntactic groups in the course of the creatior “a
normative grammar of the Bulgarian language.

Some of the earlier research of the candidate is related to her particip  >n
in the project Comparative Syntax of Slavic Languages in the Second Half ¢ he
20" Century supervised by Stanistaw Karolak.

Ruska Stancheva’s scientific publications have been cited in = 1-
reviewed monographs and collective volumes (23), as well as in non-] -
reviewed journals (36). The total number of citations of her works is 9,
including reviews of some of her publications. 3 of her articles have been  :d
in the WoS-indexed journal Bulgarian Language and Literature (bvaea, -.<u
e3ux u numepamypa), 2 studies and 1 article have been cited in the SCOFP™ "S-
indexed journal Slavia Meridionalis, 5 studies and 18 articles have been citt  in
the ERIH+-indexed Bulgarian Language Journal (bvreapcku e3ux).

The candidate’s works cited add up to 30 items; most of them have n
cited more than once. The applicant’s bibliography lists only publications at
are relevant to this selection procedure.

The above facts prove Ruska Stancheva as a mature linguist h
extensive experience, who has attained profound conclusions and generalisat
on numerous issues and has made a significant contribution through her rese
into the history of Bulgarian grammatical thought, the theory of stan
languages and Bulgarian grammar. A significant fact worth noting is it
throughout her career she has consistently pursued a particular line of resee
her interests remaining constant, to be deservedly crowned by her recent in-d
comprehensive publications.

A careful review of the candidate’s publications will undoubtedly s
that individual inaccuracies have been made in some of them, which is t
expected given the fact that they reflect her evolution as a researcher ov
period of nearly twenty years. (I have had the opportunity to comment on s
of them in my capacity as reviewer of previous large-scale studies in w.
Assoc. Prof. Ruska Stancheva was involved either as a participant or as prc
leader.) The results obtained from her research are, however, profous
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substantial, as attested by the fact that her works have been cited nearly 60
in various Bulgarian and foreign publications.

The above observations allow me to recommend in full confidenc
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ruska Sabeva Stancheva be awarded the academic ti
Professor in Bulgarian Language in the professional field of Philology 2.1

01.08.2022 Prof. Dr. Sc. Vladko Murdarov
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