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On top ic of the competition for the occupation of the acadern ic position "professor" 

in a professional area 2.1. Philology, sc ientific spec ialty "Bulgarian language" , 

according to the announcement in the "State Gazette" No. 29 of April 12, 2022 

with a candidate: Dr. Ru ska Sabeva Stancheva, assoc iate professor at the Inst itute for Bulgarian 
Language "Prof. Lyubornir Andreychin" 

Rev iewer: Dr. Nadezhda Spasova Kostova, associate professor at the Institute for Bulgarian 
Language "Prof. Lyubornir Andreychin" 

I. Genera l overview of the provided materials 

Assoc. Prof Ruska Sabeva Stancheva is the only candidate in the competition fo r the se lection of 
a professor fo r the needs of the Department of Modern Bulgarian Language at the Inst itute for 
Bul garian Language "Prof. Lyubornir Andreychin". The material s provided by Stancheva for 
participation in the competition fully meet the requirements for occupying the academic position 
"professor". 

Assoc. Prof. Ruska Stancheva provides 41 scientifi c publications: 2 independent monographs, 9 
studies (2 of which are in refereed and indexed editions; 5 studies are co-authored) and 30 arti cles 
(4 of whi ch are in refereed and indexed editions; 9 arti cles are co-authored) for the competition. 
The candidate points out 59 citat ions of her works, 23 of which in monographs and collective 
volumes and 36 citations and reviews in non-refereed journal s. Stancheva participates in 22 
national and in te rn ational conferences and sc ientific forums at home and abroad, where she 
reports her research and the results of the research projects. 

2. General overv ievv of the sc ient ific, scientificall y-ap pli ed and pedagog ical activities of the 
candidate 

Assoc. Prof. Ru ska Stancheva has a large share in the act ivities of the Department of Modern 
Bu lgarian Language, as we ll as in the wo rk of the Language Consultat ion Service. She leads 4 
projects included in the research plan of IBL. Two of these projects "Normative Grammar. Stage 
I" (2016 - 2020) and "Normative Grammar. Stage 2" (202 1 - 2023) are aimed at a fo rmal 
description of the grammatica l system of modern Bulgarian language. Related to the work on 
these projects are 11 publicat ions of Stancheva, which are presented fo r participation in the 
corn petition. 

The project "Study of Publi c Attitudes and Value Orientations to the Modern Bulgarian Literary 
Language as a Factor in the Cod ification of Its Norms" (2017 - 2019) is funded by the Natona l 
Research Fund under contract No I 0/5 of 15.1 2.2016. This is the first large-sca le study in 
Bu lgaria of public att itudes towards language and language norms. Principal investigator of the 
project is Assoc. Prof. Stancheva. She presents theoretical framework of the project in an arti cle 
in the magazine "Bulgarian Language" [N2 IO]. The co ll ect ive monograph "Language Attitudes of 



Bulgarians Today. Language Att itudes, Lingui sti c Cond uct and Cod ificat ion of Standard 
Language No rms Today" is se lected by the BAS Publi shing Council fo r a monograph of nat ional 
im portance. The project is directly related to the codifi cat ion of literary norms, which is a ma in 
task of the Institu te fo r Bul gari an Language. 

The pro_jecL "B ~il ga rian Language Resources Onlin e" (2022 - 2023) is the latest one of the 
Institute for Bul ga ri an Language, aimed at creating a nat ional online platform fo r language 
resources with fo ur main modules: orthography, pronunciat ion, grammar and language 
consu lting. The project is fi nanced by the Mini stry of Ed ucat ion and Sc ience. Assoc. Prof. 
Stancheva has taken on the responsibi I ity of leading th is project, the resul ts of which wi II benefit 
Bu lga ri an soc iety. 

Assoc. Prof. Stancheva is the supervisor of PhD student Zhaneta Zlateva (PhD degree 2020), as 
we ll as of two more PhD students - Laura Mikova and Ma lina Stoycheva. 

3. Anal ytic assessment of the main sc ientifi c and/or sc ientifi ca ll y-applied contributi ons of the 
candidate 

Assoc . Prof. Ruska Stancheva's sc ienti fic in terests are mai nly in three areas: Bulgari an 
grammatica l heri tage, cod ificatio n of literary norms and Bul gari an gramm ar. 

Assoc. Prof. Stancheva analyzes the cod ificat ion pract ice of the first Bulgarian sc ient ific 
grammars in monograph [ I]. She di vides the six grammars publi shed in the peri od I 936- 1944 
into two gro ups according to the theoreti cal approach to language appli ed in them: histo ri ca l or 
funct ional. A sc ienti fi c contribu tion to Bul gari an lingui st ics is the conclusion that the enri chment 
of the literary language by the territorial di alects is onl y a stated pos ition in the gra:n mars, but not 
a pract ice. Stancheva's view of codi fication as a continuous and ongo ing process has a 
contributing character. 

Stancheva's scientific co ntributi on is the proof of the innovati ve nature of "New Bul gari an 
Gramniar" by Ba lan. Balan was the first Bul ga ri an linguist who adopted the synchron ic approach 
to language and highlighted the functi onal superi ority of litera ry language over dialects [I , 32, 
37] . 

Sci entific contribution are the conclusions abo ut a high degree of establishment and stabili ty of 
the I iterary norm in the categori es of verb tense and aspect [ I I, 35 ] and about grammati ca l 
variation (synonymy) of the names [I]. 

Submitted fo r part icipat ion in the competition are 18 pu blicat ions devoted to the cod ificati on of 
literary norms. The monograph "Codifi cation in the Context of Language Att itudes" [2] presents 
an in-depth analys is of the resul ts fro m the first in Bul gar ia representat ive soc iologica l study of 
the publi c att itudes of the fu nctions of Standard Bulgari an today; the degree of ob li gatoriness of 
wri tten language norms; the current state of codi ficat ion. A nu mber of important observat ions are 
made for the first time in Bulgari an lingui sti cs. Some of them are highlighted in other 
publi cat ions. There is a high consistency between the instrumenta l and symbo li c fun ct ions of the 
li terary language [2, 6, IO] , the att itude of lingui sti c loya lty is most ly associated w;th the 
dist ingu ishing funct ion of the literary language [2, 6], today's codi fica tion is ba lanced and 



supports the uni fy ing function of the literary language [2]. Bulgarians define the literary language 
as moderately conservat ive [2 , 19] and as moderately susceptibl e to fo reign influences [25]. 
Changes in the current literary norm s would be perce ived negat ive ly [24]. 

The conc lusions regardi ng the access ibility of today's codification [2] have a great sc ientifi ca lly­
appl ied significance: I) a revision of the meta-l anguage of litera ry rul es is necessary, 2) the 
creation of an offic ial on line resource presenting all literary norm s is extremely important for the 
Bul garian society. 

The opi nions abo ut the ob li gation of literary norms in e-communication are being examined fo r 
the first tim e [5 , 2 1 ]. The role of the school as a fac tor in the fo rmati on of language att itudes is 
analyzed [ 12, 13] . It is concluded that globali zation has a signifi cant impact on language att itudes 
[3]. The se lf-assessment of the language community for the mastery of the rul e -i:11rn-form s is low 
[7]. The compari son between se lf-esteem and language behavior speaks of a greatl y increased 
se lf-esteem of the respondents in connection with the mastery of the rul e for use of 1<0ro-forms 
[8]. The data uneq ui voca ll y shows that the norm for writing full / short articles is hi erarchi zed by 
native speakers as the most important [9]. 

The pub I ications that are foc used on Bulgarian grammar are 14. Stancheva's sc ientifi c 
contributions are related to theoretical clarification of the formal description of gramm at ica l too ls 
with a view to the development of nonnative gram mar [ 15, 23, 27, 28] , doublets whi ch are 
necessary to refl ect the dynamic character of the norm s of the standard language [28], 
determination of the degrees of accom modat ion in the description of various simple syntact ic 
groups [ 16, 17, 18, 26]. Assoc. Prof. Stancheva proposes a typology of gramm ar norm s with 
deviation s in ora l literary practice [27] and a new fo rmal class ifi cat ion of verb [14]. 

4. Critical remarks and recommendations with regard to the provided materials 

My recommendat ion is about the digital language resource platform, which can probably be 
expanded and upgraded in the future. 

5. Mot ivated and clearly formulated conclusion 

The documents and materials presented by Ru ska Sabeva Stancheva compl ete ly meet the 
requ irements for the occupation of the academi c position "professor" of the Development of 
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA), the Impl ementing Regulations to the 
Development of Academ ic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (IRDASRBA), the Term s and 
Conditi ons for the Acquis ition of Academic Degrees and Positions at the BAS, the Terms and 
Cond itions for the Acqui sition of Academic Degrees and Positions at the IB L. Ass. Prof. Ruska 
Stancheva has sign ificant scientific and sc ientificall y-applied contributions in the field of 
grammar and the cod ification of the modern Bulgarian language. With compl ete convicti on, I 
vote for Ru ska Sabeva Stancheva to be elected to the academ ic position of "professor" at the 
Department of Modern Bul gari an Language at the Inst itu te for Bulgarian Language at the BAS. 

I 0.08.2022 Opinion drafted by: 

Assoc. Prof. Nadezhda Spasova Kostova 


